Topic B: Ancient Technology
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Inscriptions – fact file

Different kinds of writing
There are many different kinds of writing found all over
the ancient world. They can look very different and serve
various purposes, both public and private.
The Rosetta Stone
This important inscription
features the same text in
three different ancient
writing systems. It helped
experts work out how to
read Egyptian hieroglyphs.

Main characters:

Tomb/Memorial inscriptions
Throughout the ancient world,
people were commemorated
when they died by the setting
up of inscribed tombstones and
memorials.

This Roman inscription is in Greek
letters as Greek was widely used
throughout the Roman Empire

The Rosetta Stone can be
seen in the British Museum
in London
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Inscriptions – fact file

Wax tablets
Some private letters
survive, scratched onto
the wood of wax tablets.
These often give us a
fascinating glimpse into
everyday peoples’ lives.
© MoLA

Roman wax tablets are on
display at Vindolanda and the
London Mithraeum

Curse
tablets (defixiones)
Main
characters:

Curse tablets were used throughout
Ancient Greek and the Roman Empire.
This one was found in Bath.

Grafitti (dipinti)
Romans often wrote messages
on walls with brushes and
paint – and sometimes they
were a bit rude!
These political messages
were perfectly preserved
when the Roman town of
Pompeii was buried in
volcanic ash
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Places to see

Ancient inscription & writing
1

Vindolanda

https://www.vindolanda.com/
2

Deva Roman Discovery Centre, Chester
https://devaromancentre.co.uk/

3

The London Mithraeum

https://www.londonmithraeum.com/
1

4

The British Museum, London
https://www.britishmuseum.org/
5

6

National Roman Legion Museum
https://museum.wales/roman/

2

Yorkshire Museum, York

6

https://www.yorkshiremuseum.org.uk/

5

3
7

8

7

The Roman Baths, Bath

https://www.romanbaths.co.uk/

4

8

Corinium Museum, Cirencester
https://coriniummuseum.org/
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Amarantus – Life in Pompeii

https://www.cambridgeamarantus.com/

CREWS – Writing in the Ancient World

https://crewsproject.wordpress.com/resources/

Maximum Classics – The Bloomberg Tablets

https://maximumclassics.com/2022/05/31/the-bloomberg-tablets-a-ks2-in-depth-study/

Britannica Kids – The Rosetta Stone

https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/Rosetta-Stone/631337

Roman Inscriptions of Britain

https://romaninscriptionsofbritain.org/

Maximum Classics – Write like a Roman

This link shows you how to write using
different materials and tools

https://maximumclassics.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/12.04a-worksheet.pdf
https://maximumclassics.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/12.04a-Inscriptions.pptx

Ideas for projects
•

Can we research a particular ancient writing form or example of ancient writing in greater
depth? Can we explain what the writing tells us about the writer and their wider society?

•

Can we use an inscription from our local area to help us understand what life might have
been like in this area of Roman Britain?

•

Could we make some replica forms of ancient writing? What materials would we use?
What tools would we need to make the letters? Which alphabet and style of writing
might we use?

