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Teaching notes on 8.03 Prepositions 

Slide 1  

Learning objective: To discover Latin preposition roots in English and use them as a key to 
understand English words. 

Mouse-click on this slide will also make Iucundus say ‘salvete!’ (‘sal-way-tay’) to the class. 
This means ‘hello!’ The pupils can reply by saying ‘salve!’ (‘sal-way’). ‘Salve’ is the greeting 
used to one person and ‘salvete’ is a greeting to more than one.  

Iucundus then decides to talk about the weather and asks us, [mouse-click] ‘hodie’ (‘today’): 

[mouse-click] ‘pluit?’ – ‘is it raining?’ 

[mouse-click] ‘sol lucet’ – ‘is the sun shining?’ 

[mouse-click] ‘ventus efflavit’ – ‘is the wind blowing?’ 

[mouse-click] ‘nix adest’ – ‘is there snow?’ 

The pupils can reply in Latin with, ‘hodie…’ and the phrase that best describes the weather 
e.g. ‘hodie sol lucet’ (‘Today the sun is shining’). 

Slide 2 

🤓💬 A game of Word Roots Challenge using Latin prepositions as a little warm-up to the 
written exercise to come later. 

Slide 3 

A quick note on prepositions and the effect on nouns that some eagle-eyed students may 
have noticed in the last lesson (and which we’ll see more of today). After a recap of what a 
preposition is, mouse-clicks will then explain that:  

(1) Latin prepositions don’t change their endings 😃  

(2) but they do change the ending of the noun that follows them  😳 

(3) but you don’t need to worry about that. Just translate the preposition with the noun that 

follows it 😅 

Further mouse-clicks reveal some examples of preposition-noun phrases. 
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Slides 4-9 

🤓💬 Quick Fire Sentences. All the vocabulary is listed by word class and picture-cued at 
the left of the screen, but you may want to check the class remember the English meanings 
of the words. The pupils are cued to start the o-s-t chant by the appearance (on mouse-
click) of the familiar picture in the top right-hand corner (they have already recapped ‘esse’ 
in the previous slide). They are then cued on further mouse-click to chant through ‘esse’  

🤖 robotically, 😡 angrily, 🥶 shivering and 🤫in hushed tones. 

The next mouse-click will bring up a series of sentences with the verb appearing first. 
Encourage the class to translate the verb before clicking to add further words to the 
sentence. The sentences are: 

Slide 4: vaccae per campum currunt [The cows run through the field.] 

Slide 5: sub aqua es? [Are you under water?] 

Slide 6: in villa bene dormio [I sleep well in the house.] 

Slide 7: porcos e campos irate ducitis [Y’all angrily lead the pigs out of the fields.] 

Slide 8: magas trans aqua audimus [We hear the witches across the water.] 

Slide 9: femina in campo stat et equus circum feminam currit [The woman stands in the field 
and the horse runs around the woman.] 

Slide 10 

Iucundus mentions the fact that Latin prefixes often pop up in English words, often as 
prefixes. On mouse-click, there are some examples of how understanding these Latin 
preposition roots can help us decode English words. 

📝 The class is then prompted to move on to their written exercise. 

Slide 15 

The plenary slide: 

Question 1 Can you think of an English word that comes from the Latin ‘sub’, meaning 
‘under’? [submarine, subway, suburb, subdued, subtract, subterranean, submerge, 
subsequent, subtle, substitute, subconscious, subscribe] 
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Question 2 If you see the prefix ‘super’ in an English word, what can you work out about its 
meaning? [it’s something to do with above/beyond/over] 

Question 3 hodie pluit? [Is it raining today?] 


