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Teaching notes on 7.05 Adjectival agreement – subject/object 

Slide 1  

Learning objective: To see how Latin matches adjectives with the nouns being described 
depending on whether the nouns are subject or object. In the last language lesson, we saw 
how adjectives have to match (or ‘agree’) with the noun they’re describing based on their 
number (singular or plural). In this lesson we expand that knowledge to see how they also 
have to agree depending on whether they’re subject or object. 

Mouse-click on this slide will also make Iucundus say ‘salvete!’ (‘sal-way-tay’) to the class. 
This means ‘hello!’ The pupils can reply by saying ‘salve!’ (‘sal-way’). ‘Salve’ is the greeting 
used to one person and ‘salvete’ is a greeting to more than one.  

Iucundus then says, ‘My name is Iucundus,’ followed by, ‘What’s your name?’ Students can 
take it in turns to respond individually with, ‘mihi nomen est ….’ (‘My name is …’) using 
either their Roman or their real name. 

Slide 2 

🤓💬 A game of Ecce Centurio to recap some of the words first encountered previously 
in the unit and which we’ll be using in today’s work. Students may want to identify that the 
words here are all either verbs or adjectives. 

Slides 3-7 

🤓💬 Quick Fire Sentences mixing up both ‘esse’, the regular verb forms we’ve learned so 
far and adjectives. The vocabulary is listed by word class and picture-cued at the left of the 
screen, but you may want to check the class remember the English meanings of the words. 
The pupils are cued to start the o-s-t chant by the appearance (on mouse-click) of the 
familiar picture in the top right-hand corner. They are then cued on further mouse-click to 

chant through ‘esse’  🤖 robotically, 😡 angrily, 🥶 shivering and 🤫in hushed tones. 

The next mouse-click will bring up a series of sentences, with the verb appearing first. 
Encourage the class to translate the verb before clicking to add further words to the 
sentence. The sentences are: 

Slide 3: mali magi sumus [We are bad wizards.] 

Slide 4: frigidi estis? [Are you all cold? NB when a group contains both masculine and 
feminine nouns, the adjective used to describe them is masculine plural. It’s a crazy Latin 
fact that if you had a group of 99 women and one man, the noun to describe them would be 
masculine plural.] 

Slide 5: porcus secundus sonum facit [The second pig makes a sound.] 
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Slide 6: vaccae iratae magas audiunt [The angry cows hear the witches.]  

Slide 7: magus primus scribit, “reginae mirae sunt.” [The first wizard writes, “The queens are 
amazing.”] 

 
Slides 8-11  

🤓💬 These slides recap how adjectives agree with their noun in gender (masculine or 
feminine) and in number (singular or plural). With whiteboards and markers, and 
individually or in pairs, the pupils have to work out which form of the adjective is needed to 
describe the various animals as dirty (sordidus) or angry (iratus). Vocabulary will appear at 
the top of the slide.  
 
A picture of either (a) cow(s) or (a) pig(s) will appear on mouse click in either ‘dirty’ or 
‘angry’ form. After the noun appears, the pupils should write on their boards the correct 
version of the adjective, which needs to have a matching ‘a’ (feminine singular), ‘ae’ 
(feminine plural), ‘us’ (masculine singular) or ‘i’ (masculine plural)  ending. These are: 
 
porcus iratus – angry pig 
vacca sordida  – dirty cow 
vaccae iratae – angry cows 
porci sordidi – dirty pigs 
 
Mouse-click will reveal the answer, then the rule of ‘look for the rhyme!’ is reinforced on 
the final mouse click of each slide. 
 
Slides 12-13 
 

🤓💬 Now we extend our learning by putting the noun-adjective pair into a sentence. 
This is a bit trickier, so pair the pupils up to discuss what they think the missing adjectives 
should be. In each of the sentences, on mouse click, a circle appears around the ending of 
the noun needing an adjective. This gives a clue as the pupils know that the noun and 
adjective should rhyme.  
 
vacca porcum sordidum videt – The cow sees the dirty pig. 
 
Check to see if the pupils understand which noun is the subject in this sentence and which is 
the object. [vacca/porcum] 
 
porcus vaccas iratas videt – The pig sees the angry cows. 
 
 
 
What is different about these last two adjectives? They describe nouns that are the object 
of the sentence. Ask you class how they decided what ending to use – hopefully they’ll tell 
you that they used an ending on the adjective that rhymed with the nouns it was describing. 
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Slide 14 
 
This slide states the rule that the class have just worked out, that adjectives must be the 
same in gender (masculine or feminine), in number (singular or plural), and that they must 
also have the same subject/object ending as the noun they’re describing. The ‘rhyme’ 
heuristic is again re-stated. 
 
 

📝 The class is then cued to move on to their written exercise, which recaps and builds on 
the lesson’s board work. 
 

Slide 17 

The plenary slide: 

Question 1 What Latin word gives us the English word ‘malaria’? [malus, bad] 

Question 2 Can you think of an English word that comes from the Latin verb ‘facere? 
[factory, manufacture, fact, factor] 

Question 3 frigidam aquam amas? [= Do you like cold water? Probably yes for drinking, 
probably no for swimming!] 


