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Teaching notes on 7.03 Adjectival agreement – gender 

Slide 1  

Learning objective: To see how Latin matches adjectives with the nouns being described. 
Previously in this unit, we’ve seen adjectives in action, using them to describe hair and eye 
colour and birth order. In the rest of the unit, we’ll explore how adjectives have to match 
the noun they’re describing by reflecting whether the noun is masculine or feminine, 
singular or plural, subject or object. In this lesson, we look at matching (or ‘agreeing’) in 
gender. 

Mouse-click on this slide will also make Iucundus say ‘salvete!’ (‘sal-way-tay’) to the class. 
This means ‘hello!’ The pupils can reply by saying ‘salve!’ (‘sal-way’). ‘Salve’ is the greeting 
used to one person and ‘salvete’ is a greeting to more than one.  

Iucundus then says, ‘My name is Iucundus,’ followed by, ‘What’s your name?’ Students can 
take it in turns to respond individually with, ‘mihi nomen est ….’ (‘My name is …’) using 
either their Roman or their real name. 

Slide 2 

🤓💬 A game of Word Roots Challenge introducing some new Latin vocabulary and some 
ambitious English words. Displayed around the screen are some new Latin words. 

On mouse-click, an English derivative (and its definition) of one of these Latin words will 
appear on the screen. Pupils have to work out from which one the English word is derived. 
On second mouse-click, the English word will make its way to its root word. As an extension, 
pupils can explain the connection between the root word and its English derivative, or even 
think of more English words deriving from the Latin ones. 

On further mouse-click, the class will be prompted to think about which word class these 
new words belong to. They are all adjectives, which is the word class we’re looking at in 
detail in this unit. 

Slide 3 

🤓💬 As a little warm up, we’ll just check that we can identify adjectives from an English 
word cloud. 
 
Slide 4 
Let’s look at adjectives in action. Three farmyard animals had a race. On mouse-click, you’ll 
see them drop onto the podium according to where they came in the race. Then on further 
mouse-click, Latin descriptors will appear: 

• vacca prima est – the cow is first 
• porcus secundus est – the pig is second 
• equus tertius est – the horse is third 
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Notice how the ending of the adjective has to be the same as the noun. The cow is not 
‘primus’ because ‘vacca’ is a feminine noun. The horse is not ‘tertia because ‘equus is a 
masculine noun. 
 
Slide 5 

🤓💬 The animals have run the race again and this time they’ve finished in a different 
order. On mouse-click, the students will be prompted to think about which adjectives they 
should use to describe the new situation. On mouse-click, this is revealed as: 

• equus primus est – the horse is first 
• vacca secunda est – the cow is second 
• porcus tertius est – the pig is third 

You’ll notice that the word for ‘first’ is now ‘primus’ because it’s the horse (equus) who’s 
being described. 
 
Slide 6 
…explicitly states the rule that Latin adjectives have to match the noun they’re describing 
depending on whether they’re masculine (ending in ‘-us’) or feminine (ending in ‘-a’). 
 

📝 The class are then cued on to their written exercise. 

Slide 7 

The plenary slide: 

Question 1 What Latin word gives us the English word ‘primary’? [primus] 

Question 2 Can you think of an English word that comes from the Latin adjective 
‘mirus/mira’? [miracle, miraculous, admire] 

Question 3 bona es? [= Are you good (and female)? – none of the boys can answer ‘ita vero’ 
to this, even if they’re saintly!] 


