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Teaching notes on 7.02a Scientific classification 

Slide 1  

Learning objective: To learn about the Latin binomial classification system. The scientific 
naming of various animals and organisms is an instance of Latin still being used today. 

Mouse-click on this slide will also make Iucundus say ‘salvete!’ (‘sal-way-tay’) to the class. 
This means ‘hello!’ The pupils can reply by saying ‘salve!’ (‘sal-way’). ‘Salve’ is the greeting 
used to one person and ‘salvete’ is a greeting to more than one.  

Slide 2 

🤓💬 A sorting task to warm up brains. How would you group these objects? Is there 
more than one way of doing it? Pupils may group on size, colour, value, abilities/qualities.  

Slide 3 

Classifying the world around us into groups is something really useful to scientists. The main 
system still in use today was developed during the Western scientific revolution (18th–19th 
centuries) [mouse-clicks]. The first, Kingdom, splits things into large groups until at the 
species level, there is the smallest, most specific grouping possible. Carl Linnaeus, an 
important Swedish scientist, proposed that the last two groups, the Genus and the Species, 
should give the scientific name of every living thing. This is ‘binomial’ convention is still in 
use. And guess what language Carl Linnaeus used in his naming system? Latin! Why did he 
choose Latin? Because he wanted a language that people from all different countries could 
understand, and at the time most educated people such as scientists would know some (or 
a lot of) Latin. 
 
Slide 4 
 
Some examples of genus/species Latin names are (on mouse click): 
quercus robor – oak tree 
equus quagga – zebra. Ask the class what ‘equus’ means? Why does a zebra have this in its 
scientific name? It means ‘horse’, because it is a member of the horse ‘genus’ or family. 
narcissus pseudonarcissus – daffodil (related to the narcissus, and ‘pseudo’ means ‘pretend’ 
or ‘false’ in Greek) 
hippocampus histrix –  spiny seahorse (‘hippocampus’ literally means horse-sea monster in 
Greek. There’s the odd bit of Greek in the Latin classification, mainly because Greek animal 
words often infiltrated the language in Roman times.) 
mus musculus – house mouse (‘musculus’ is the diminutive form of ‘mus’, so the name 
means mouse-little mouse, which is very cute!) 
 

📝 The pupils now have a worksheet where they have to match Latin scientific names to 
animals (and one vegetable!) using the knowledge that English words often have a strong 
similarity to their Latin roots. Some may also know the term ‘homo sapiens’. 
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Slide 11 

The plenary slide: 

Question 1 Where was Carl Linnaeus from? [Sweden] 

Question 2 What does ‘binomial’ mean? [two names, or named twice] 

Question 3 Did anyone have solanum tuberosum for dinner last night? [chances are that 
someone had chips, mash or some form of potato!] 


