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Teaching notes on 7.02 Guess who? 

Slide 1  

Learning objective: To listen to and translate descriptions of our classmates. Building on the 
self-descriptions written in the last lesson, in this lesson the students listen to self-
descriptions to identify classmates. The switching from first person to third person is also 
modelled repeatedly. 

Mouse-click on this slide will also make Iucundus say ‘salvete!’ (‘sal-way-tay’) to the class. 
This means ‘hello!’ The pupils can reply by saying ‘salve!’ (‘sal-way’). ‘Salve’ is the greeting 
used to one person and ‘salvete’ is a greeting to more than one.  

Iucundus then says, ‘My name is Iucundus,’ followed by, ‘What’s your name?’ Students can 
take it in turns to respond individually with, ‘mihi nomen est ….’ (‘My name is …’) using 
either their Roman or their real name. 

Slide 2 

🤓💬 A game of Ecce Centurio to recap some of the words first encountered in the 
previous lesson and which we’ll be using in today’s work. 

Slides 3-8  

🤓💬 Quick Fire Sentences mixing up both ‘esse’ and the regular verb forms we’ve 
learned so far, using the newly introduced vocabulary. The vocabulary is listed by word class 
and picture-cued at the left of the screen, but you may want to check the class remember 
the English meanings of the words. The pupils are cued to start the o-s-t chant by the 
appearance (on mouse-click) of the familiar picture in the top right-hand corner. They are 

then cued on further mouse-click to chant through ‘esse’  🤖 robotically, 😡 angrily, 🥶 
shivering and 🤫in hushed tones. 

The next mouse-click will bring up a series of sentences, with the verb appearing first. 
Encourage the class to translate the verb before clicking to add further words to the 
sentence. The sentences are: 

Slide 3: porci irate sonos faciunt [The pigs angrily make noises.] 

Slide 4: vacca in villa laete dormit [The cow is sleeping happily in the house.] 

Slide 5: bene legitis et optime scribitis [Y’all read well and write very well.] 

Slide 6: regina es et tres magos habes [You are a queen and you have three wizards.]  

Slide 7: ‘magi sumus!’ fortiter scribimus [‘We are wizards!’ we write bravely.] 
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Slide 8: regina laete ridet, ‘hortum habeo!’ [The queen laughs happily, ‘I have a garden!’] 

Slide 9 

Here we recap last lesson’s self-description exercise, looking at how we describe our birth 
order, eye and hair colour and likes. However, you’ll notice that the ‘mihi nomen est’ part is 
missing. This is because we’re going to turn our descriptions into a game of Guess Who. 
Iucundus pops up in detective mode and on mouse-clicks shows us how to turn the first-
person statements into third-person clues. Therefore, all verbs ending in -o will change their 
endings to -t. Equally, ‘sum’ will become ‘est’. On penultimate mouse-click, Iucundus will 
ask, ‘quis est?’ (‘Who is it?’) followed by the guess of the person being described. 
 
 
Slide 10 
 
The teacher should lead the first couple of rounds as the ‘detective’ and then, if the class are 
keen, choose pupils to take on this role in subsequent rounds. 
 
1. Pupils play in groups/table teams. 
 
2. The teacher collects in all of the self-descriptions and places them face down on a table. 
 
3. The ‘lead detective’ comes to the front of the class and takes a random self-description 
from the pile. 
 
4. Using the information given in the boxes, the lead detective gives four clues about family, 
hair, eyes and likes. Note that all of the first-person self-descriptions will need to be turned 
into third person clues: this is aided by the red prompts on this slide. 
 
5. Once all four clues are given, the teams must discuss and record on their whiteboards 
who they think the person being described is. 
 
6. The lead detective/teacher asks for the teams’ answers, responding with ‘ita vero’ (yes) if 
they got it right, or ‘minime’ (no) if they got it wrong. If no-one gets it right, the lead 
detective can say who it is (in Latin, of course – ‘<name> est!’) 
 
7. Repeat as much as time allows! 

Slide 11 

The plenary slide: 

Question 1 How do you say ‘to sleep’ in Latin? [dormire] 

Question 2 quis capillos brunos habet? [who has brown hair? A show of hands] 

Question 3 quis pediludere amat? [who likes to play football? A show of hands] 


