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Teaching notes on 7.01 Self descriptions 

Slide 1  

Learning objective: To use adjectives in describing ourselves in Latin. This unit will be looking 
in-depth at adjectives and adjectival agreement, so to start off, we’ll have a look at some 
adjectives we can use to describe ourselves. 

Mouse-click on this slide will also make Iucundus say ‘salvete!’ (‘sal-way-tay’) to the class. 
This means ‘hello!’ The pupils can reply by saying ‘salve!’ (‘sal-way’). ‘Salve’ is the greeting 
used to one person and ‘salvete’ is a greeting to more than one.  

Iucundus then says, ‘My name is Iucundus,’ followed by, ‘What’s your name?’ Students can 
take it in turns to respond individually with, ‘mihi nomen est ….’ (‘My name is …’) using 
either their Roman or their real name.  

Slide 2 

🤓💬 A game of Word Roots Challenge introducing some new Latin vocabulary and some 
ambitious English words. Displayed around the screen are some (hopefully!) familiar Latin 
words, but you may want to check that pupils can remember what they mean.  

On mouse-click, an English derivative (and its definition) of one of these Latin words will 
appear on the screen. Pupils have to work out from which one the English word is derived. 
On second mouse-click, the English word will make its way to its root word. As an extension, 
pupils can explain the connection between the root word and its English derivative, or even 
think of more English words deriving from the Latin ones. 

Slides 3-7  

🤓💬 Quick Fire Sentences mixing up both ‘esse’ and the regular verb forms we’ve 
learned so far, using the newly introduced vocabulary. The vocabulary is listed by word class 
and picture-cued at the left of the screen, but you may want to check the class remember 
the English meanings of the words. The pupils are cued to start the o-s-t chant by the 
appearance (on mouse-click) of the familiar picture in the top right-hand corner. They are 

then cued on further mouse-click to chant through ‘esse’  🤖 robotically, 😡 angrily,  

🥶 shivering and 🤫in hushed tones 

The next mouse-click will bring up a series of sentences, with the verb appearing first. 
Encourage the class to translate the verb before clicking to add further words to the 
sentence. The sentences are: 

Slide 3: celeriter curro [I run quickly.] 

Slide 4: equus es? [Are you a horse?] 
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Slide 5: medicus sum et fortiter laboro [I am a doctor and I work bravely. Here we’re starting 
to use ‘et’ to join clauses/sentences.] 

Slide 6: femina quattuor rotas facit [The woman makes four wheels.]  

Slide 7: decem gladios et tres equos habes [You have ten swords and three horses.] 

Slide 8 

📝  This slide gives an overview of this lesson’s written exercise, where students will 

choose from adjectives to complete a self-description. On mouse-clicks, Iucundus shows us 
how he would describe himself.  
 
These completed exercise sheets will form the basis of a game of Guess Who for the next 
lesson. In box 2, there are sometimes children who are: 
 
quartus/quarta – fourth 
quintus/quinta – fifth 
sextus/sexta – sixth 
septimus/septima – seventh 
octavius/octavia – eighth 
 
There are a few new verbs listed as choices in box 5: 
 
pediludere – to play football (not an authentic Latin word but a modern coining as football 
didn’t exist in Roman times! Pedi=by foot, ludere=to play) 
legere – to read 
musicam facere – to make music 
animalia curare – to look after animals 
dormire – to sleep 
currere – to run 
pingere - to paint 
saltare – to dance 
coquere – to cook 
ludere – to play games 
scribere – to write 

Slide 9 

The plenary slide: 

Question 1 Who here has oculos brunos? [a show of hands] 

Question 2 What you might expect people to do in a dormitory? [sleep, from ‘dormire’] 
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Question 3 scribere amas? [there’ll probably be a variety of opinions here, so pupils can 
choose from ‘ita vero!’ or ‘minime!’] 


