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Teaching notes on 5.04 The Story of the Town Mouse and the Country Mouse 

Slide 1  

Learning objective: To record more vocabulary in our mini dictionaries and to use this 
knowledge to read and illustrate the Story of the Town Mouse and the Country Mouse. This 
is one of the most famous of Aesop’s fables, a collection of allegorical stories originating in 
Greece in the 7th—6th Centuries B.C.E. The popular tale was also retold in Roman literature, 
most notably by the poet Horace. 

Mouse-click on this slide will also make Iucundus say ‘salvete!’ (‘sal-way-tay’) to the class. 
This means ‘hello!’ The pupils can reply by saying ‘salve!’ (‘sal-way’). ‘Salve’ is the greeting 
used to one person and ‘salvete’ is a greeting to more than one.  

A further mouse-click makes Iucundus ask, ‘quid agistis?’ (‘How are you?’) (NB the ‘-tis’ on 
the end of ‘agistis’ shows us that he’s asking all of us. If he was just asking one person, it 
would be, ‘quid agis?’ Mouse-clicks model two replies, one for if the pupil is feeling ‘bene’ 
(well) and one for if the pupils is doing ‘male’ (badly). Iucundus will then catch his ‘Roman 
register’ and will ask, ‘quis adest?’ (‘Who is here?’). You can now take the register using the 
pupils’ Roman names, to which they can call, ‘adsum!’ (‘I am here!’) in response. 

Iucundus will then catch his ‘Roman register’ and will ask, “quis adest?” (who is here?). 
Students can then also go round the class, greet the person next to them by saying, “xxx 
saluto!” (“I greet xxx!”), replacing xxx with the Roman name of the person next to them. 
They’ll need the teacher to model the first one, and don’t forget that the person’s name has 
to have the object ending (-am or -um) as it’s ‘I’ who is the subject doing the action. So, the 
‘greeting chain’ may look something like this: 

Teacher: “Claudiam saluto!”  

Claudia: “Augustum saluto!” 

Augustus: “Fabium saluto!” 

Fabius: “Luciam saluto!” 

Lucia: “Tiberiam saluto!”  

Etc, etc… the last student can greet the teacher by saying, “magistram saluto!” (for a female 
teacher) or “magistrum saluto!” (for a male teacher). 

Slides 2-6  

🤓💬 Quick Fire Sentences, including words new to this unit plus others. The vocabulary 
is by word class and picture-cued at the left of the screen, but you may want to check the 
class remember the English meanings of the words. The pupils are cued to start the o-s-t 
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chant by the appearance (on mouse-click) of the familiar picture in the top right-hand 
corner. 

The next mouse-click will bring up a series two- and three-word sentences, with the verb 
appearing first. Encourage the class to translate the verb before clicking to add further 
words to the sentence. The sentences are: 

Slide 2: celeriter aquam consumo [I quickly drink the water] 

Slide 3: equi ventum audiunt [the horses hear the wind] 

Slide 4: laete hortum curamus [we happily look after the garden] 

Slide 5: stellas numeras [you count the stars] 

Slide 6: magi magas salutant [the wizards greet the witches] 

Slide 7  

📝 Time for the pupils to record this unit’s vocabulary in the relevant mini dictionary 

sections. Before the pupils write in the words and their English meanings, just run through 
them on the board: audire (to hear), salutare (to greet), numerare (to count), consumere (to 
eat/drink/consume/use up), taberna (shop), hortus (garden). 

Slide 8 

📝 A walk-through, showing how to complete the Town Mouse and Country Mouse 

worksheet: 
1. Read the story, remembering or working out what the Latin words mean (these are 

words that they’ve just put in their dictionaries, so they should hopefully recall 
them). 

2. Draw pictures that illustrate the scene or action in each panel. 
3. Fill in the English meaning of the Latin words at the bottom. 

Slide 9 

The plenary slide: 

Question 1 If ‘equum fortiter saluto’, what am I doing and how am I doing it? [greeting a 
horse bravely (maybe Iucundus is afraid of horses!)] 

Question 2 What does the Latin word ‘numerare’ mean? [to count] Can you think of any 
English words that come from it? [number, numeral, numerator, enumerate, numerous] 
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Question 3 Which of the Town Mouse and the Country Mouse had the best life? [you could 
argue either way round, but it depends on how much you like good food and can tolerate 
danger! Aesop most likely thought the quiet, simple life was better, but your students may 
disagree.] 


