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Teaching notes on 14.06 The best and worst of Roman leaders 

Slide 1  

Learning objective: To record more vocabulary in our mini dictionaries, to use this 
knowledge and the glossing technique to translate a fact sheet about Roman leaders. The 
written exercise in this lesson is again 100% in Latin. 

After saying ‘salve’ to Iucundus, mouse-clicks on this slide will make Iucundus ask, 
‘quomodo otiaris? …picturas pingis?…plantas colis?…longe ambulas?…fabulas 
scribis?…ludos ludis?…libros legis?’ (“What did you do in your spare time? Paint pictures? 
Grow plants? Go for long walks? Write stories? Play games? Read books?”) to which the 
pupil can reply, “picturas pingo [I paint pictures]” “plantas colo [I grow plants]” “longe 
ambulo [I go for long walks]” fabulas scribo [I write stories]” “ludos ludo [I play games]” 
“libros lego [I read books]” or “aliter facio [I do something else].” 

This exerciser gets the pupils used to swapping between the ‘you’ and ‘I’ forms of the 
present tense. 

Slides 2-4 

🤓💬 Quick Fire Sentences including vocabulary previously unencountered, some of the 
unit’s vocabulary and the concepts encountered in Unit 14 (questions and relative clauses). 
These sentences are also intended to help warm up for the written exercise. On mouse-click 
on each slide, a new word or words will appear in the New Words box. The three sets of 
tense endings also appear at the bottom of the slide to support the students. The sentences 
(with the new, glossed words underlined) are: 

Slide 2: “sonum audio! quid est?” rogavit rex [“I hear a sound! What is it?” asked the king.] 

Slide 3: populus Romanus dixit, “reges vetamus!” [The Roman people said, “We ban kings!”] 

Slide 4: ignis maximus urbem delevit sed imperator nihil fecit [The huge fire destroyed the 
city but the emperor did nothing] 

Slide 5: populus ducem invictum qui urbem servavit valde amat [The people love the 
undefeated leader who saved the city.] 

Slide 6 

📝 Time for the pupils to record this unit’s vocabulary in the relevant mini dictionary 

sections. The words are clustered in word class groups:  

Verbs – vetare (to forbid/ban), scire (to know), nescire (to not know) 

Nouns – ignis (fire), nihil (nothing), annus (year) 
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Adjectives – maximus/maxima (very big/huge/greatest), doctus/docta (clever), 
multus/multa (much – singular, many – plural), aequus/aequa (fair/level/equal) 

Slide 7 

📝 A mouse-click walk-through, showing how to complete the Roman Leaders worksheet 

which contains only Latin: 
1. Read the Latin and, using the new vocabulary at the bottom of the page, write a 

translation. The students may need to use their mini-dictionaries to look up any 
words they’ve forgotten 

2. Draw pictures that illustrate the scene or action in each panel. 
 
Slide 8 
 
This slide displays the text of the written exercise. Each Latin sentence, when clicked on, will 
reveal the English translation. This means that if there’s a particular sentence that the class 
is stuck on during their translation, you can click and reveal that individual sentence. 
Otherwise, use this clickable slide to go through the whole translation with the class once 
they’ve finished. 

Slide 8 

The plenary slide: 

Question 1 Name one Roman leader who is generally considered to be good. [Augustus, 
Marcus Aurelius, Trajan] 

Question 2 What about a bad one? [Tarquin the Proud, Nero] 

Question 3 quid Latine est   ? [nescire]  


