1.
Athena = A-thee-na
Aphrodite = Af-ro-die-tea
Hera = Hee-ra
Paris = Pa-riss
Our epic tale starts with an argument. Over an apple. But not just
any ordinary apple. No, this apple was made entirely of gold, and
was inscribed ‘to the most beautiful’. And the characters arguing
over who was the most beautiful, and who should have the
apple? No ordinary mortals. This fight was between Athena,
goddess of wisdom, Aphrodite, goddess of love and beauty, and
Hera, queen of the gods. None of the other gods would dare take sides in this
dispute between three such powerful goddesses, so they chose a mortal to
judge. This mortal’s name was Paris.

2.
Priam = Pry-am
Paris = Pa-riss
Cassandra = Cass-an-dra
Paris was the rather good-looking son of Priam, King of Troy.
His sister, the princess Cassandra, could see into the future, and
she predicted that her brother would cause Troy to be
destroyed by fire. Poor Cassandra was usually right about
things, but, unfortunately, she was usually ignored.

3.
Athena = A-thee-na
Aphrodite = Af-ro-die-tea
Hera = Hee-ra
Paris = Pa-riss
So, the three goddesses – Hera, Athena and Aphrodite – gave the handsome,
young mortal Paris the job of choosing which of them was the fairest. Hera
promised him money and power. Athena promised to make him wise above all
others. But Aphrodite promised that she would give him the most beautiful
woman in the world to marry. Aphrodite got the golden apple. Athena and Hera
flew into a rage.
Talking point: Why do you think Paris made this decision?
4.
Aphrodite = Af-ro-die-tea
Paris = Pa-riss
Menelaus = Men-a-lay-us
A few years later, Aphrodite let Paris
know that the most beautiful woman was
just a boat-ride away, living in the kingdom of Sparta. The only problem was,
she was Helen, Queen of Sparta, which meant that she was already married to
the King of Sparta. Undaunted, Paris set off to Sparta where the king,
Menelaus, welcomed him warmly, unaware of his plans. The goddess
Aphrodite worked her divine magic to make Helen fall in love with Paris, and
the two ran away in secret, back to Troy.

5.
Menelaus = Men-a-lay-us
Agamemnon = Ag-a-mem-non
Mycenae = My-see-nee
Menelaus was furious. He called on his
brother, Agamemnon, to help him. Now,
Agamemnon was King of Mycenae, and
the most powerful king throughout the
whole of Greece. He helped his brother to
put together a large and powerful army to sail to Troy and take back Helen, his
brother’s wife.
Talking point: Why do you think Menelaus was so angry?
6.
Menelaus = Men-a-lay-us
Agamemnon = Ag-a-mem-non
Achilles = A-kill-ees
Styx = sticks
Amongst the warriors fighting for Menelaus and Agamemnon
were many mighty heroes. The greatest of these was Achilles.
With a goddess for a mother, he was semi-divine. For added
protection, his mother had dipped him in the River Styx as a baby
– something that was supposed to make his body invulnerable to
injury. As a result, he had a fearsome reputation as a warrior.

7.
Odysseus = Oh-diss-ee-us
Achilles = A-kill-ees
Menelaus = Men-a-lay-us
Agamemnon = Ag-a-mem-non
Another Greek warrior was Odysseus, yet he was great in a different way to
Achilles. A mere mortal, his greatest strength was his cunning and his ability to
come up with a clever plan in tricky situations. In fact, he’d tried to get out of
going to war altogether by pretending that he was mad, but in the end came to
the aid of Agamemnon and Menelaus.
Talking point: Why do you think Odysseus didn’t want to go to war?

8.
Agamemnon = Ag-a-mem-non
Athena = A-thee-na
Aphrodite = Af-ro-die-tea
Hera = Hee-ra
Paris = Pa-riss
The Greek forces, led by Agamemnon, arrived at the
shores of Troy. The flat land around the walled city of
Troy became the site for nine years of battle, as the
Greeks surrounded the city sheltering Paris and his
stolen wife Helen. Then the gods and goddesses
decided to interfere in human events. Of course, Hera
and Athena were still cross with Paris because he gave Aphrodite the golden
apple, and so they sided with the Greeks. On the Trojan side, of course, was
Aphrodite. Apollo - also supporting the Trojans - let loose a deadly plague on
the Greeks.

9.
Achilles = A-kill-ees
Zeus = Zee-you-s
Patroclus = Pat-rock-luss
As if an outbreak of plague wasn’t enough, things got
even worse for the Greeks. A silly argument among
the Greek warriors turned really nasty, and Achilles,
the top Greek warrior, stormed off, taking his soldiers
with him. Even worse, Zeus, the mightiest god of all,
got involved, helping the Trojans win victories in their battles against the Greek
forces. In one of the battles, the gods Zeus and Apollo made sure that Hector,
prince of Troy, was able to kill Patroclus, dearest and best friend of Achilles.

10.
Achilles = A-kill-ees
Patroclus = Pat-rock-luss
Athena = A-thee-na
Seeing his best friend’s lifeless body, Achilles
swore to avenge him. Putting on new armour
(he’d lent his old armour to Patroclus), Achilles
led his troops into battle to face Hector, killer of
his best friend Patroclus. Apollo protected
Hector but Achilles had Athena on his side.
Finally, in a one-on-one duel to the death,
Achilles got the better of Hector, and stabbed him through his armour. Finally
Patroclus was avenged.

11.
Achilles = A-kill-ees
Styx = sticks
But, as in most wars, things didn’t stop there. Apollo
got involved in the mortals’ fighting again. The god
inspired Paris - yes, the troublemaker who started
this whole war - to take a very lucky shot with his
bow and arrow at Achilles. Now, as we heard
before, Achilles had been lucky as a baby, as his
goddess mother had dipped him in the River Styx, whose waters had made his
body invulnerable. No sword could cut him, no spear could piece him.
However, when he was being dipped in the magical waters, his mother had held
him by the heel, so this part of his body received no special protection. And
guess where Paris’s arrow hit him? Yes, in his heel. The invincible Achilles was
finally defeated, and died.

12.
Odysseus = Oh-diss-ee-us
Priam = Pry-am
Athena = A-thee-na
Without their greatest warrior, how were the Greeks
to win? Not by fighting, suggested Odysseus, but by
clever tactics and a cunning plan. He instructed the
Greek forces to build a huge wooden horse. When it
was finished, it was left outside the city gates of
Troy, and the Greek ships sailed away. The Trojans found one Greek fighter left
behind, who told King Priam and the people of Troy that the Greek forces had
given up and left, and that the giant wooden horse was an offering to Athena,
so that she would see them all home safely. So the Trojans brought the horse
into their city, and around it celebrated the departure of the Greeks and the end
of a very long war.
Discussion point: How do you think the Trojans might have felt when they
noticed that the Greeks had all gone? What do you think they made at first of
the wooden horse?

13.
Odysseus = Oh-diss-ee-us
Priam = Pry-am
Menelaus = Men-a-lay-us
Of course that wasn’t the end of the
war. In the dead of night, with the
Trojan people fast asleep after their
celebrations, a band of soldiers, led
by Odysseus, crept out of the belly of
the wooden horse. Stealthily, they captured the royal palace and killed King
Priam. At the same time, the Greek ships sailed back from their nearby hiding
places and stormed Troy, looting treasure, killing people, burning down houses.
Now the war was finally over, but not exactly as the Trojans had imagined just
a few hours before. King Menelaus, remembering exactly why this war had
been fought, found Helen, put her on his ship, and with all the other Greeks set
sail, finally, for home.

